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COMMENTARY 

EVIDENCE IN THE FAMILY COURT 

The following recent case is mentioned in this update: 

• Roberts v Cresswell [2023] NZCA 36 — opinion and expert evidence — use 

of expert non-scientific specialist knowledge or skill — witnesses and 

affidavits — evidence by affidavit — affidavits: general — form and content 

of affidavits: [EV4.1.03(4)], [EV6.4.01], [EV6.4.03]. 

FAMILY COURT RULES 2002 

The following recently published case is mentioned in this update: 

• Petersen v Clark [2021] NZFC 4070 — striking out and adding parties — 

removing parties: [FC133.02]. 

FAMILY PROCEEDINGS ACT 1980 

The following recently published, cases are mentioned in this update: 

• Green v Hing [2021] NZFC 4687 — court may make orders as to settled 

property, etc — when they may apply: [FP182.05]. 

• Thorpe v Greene [2021] NZFC 12262 — costs — Family Court proceedings: 

[FP171.03]. 
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The following new commentary paragraphs have been added: 

• [FP157.05] Proceedings where respondent is absent from New Zealand or 

cannot be found — service “in any manner whatsoever” 

• [FP157.06] Proceedings where respondent is absent from New Zealand or 

cannot be found — relevance of other rules relating to service 

• [FP168.01] Claim by respondent for relief — general 

• [FP174.05] Appeals from decisions of District Court and Family Court — 

approach on appeal 

ALERT24 

Alert24 provides all the latest developments in key areas of New Zealand law. 
Subscribers receive email information about the latest developments in cases, 
legislation, news and policies in selected areas. This is updated daily by our team of 
trained legal editors and the frequency of the email for each topic is chosen by 
subscribers.  

The topics offered are Alternative Dispute Resolution, Bankruptcy and Insolvency, 
Building and Construction, Business of Law, Case Law, Commercial, Company and 
Securities, Courts and Procedure, Criminal, Employment, Family, Immigration, 
Intellectual Property, Land, Legislation and Government, Local Government, People 
Management, Personal Injury, Safeguard Update, Taxation and Your Environment. 
For more information on Alert24, please contact our Customer Care team call free 
on 0800 10 60 60.  

THOMSON REUTERS JUDGMENT SERVICE 

Thomson Reuters provides copies of judgments cited in our publications and in 
Alert24. You can order these judgments by phone or email: call free 0800 10 60 60 
or email judgments@thomsonreuters.co.nz. 

Please provide full details of the parties, court, court file number and date. In 
addition, please provide either your account number or credit card details, if you don't 
have an account with us. All judgments are sent to your email address in PDF format, 
generally within a few hours of placing your order.  

SUGGESTIONS WELCOME 

Thomson Reuters welcomes your comments on Brookers Family Law — Family 
Procedure and any suggestions you may have for improving this service. Please 
contact Clare Barrett, the portfolio editor or email c.barrett@thomsonreuters.com. 


