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Sovereignty in the 21st century: Another spin on the merry-go-round -
Rt Hon Dame Sian Elias GNZM

This article examines the contemporary understandings of sovereignty and the role of
constitutions in the 21st century. It argues that a fixation with parliamentary sovereignty
and the relative merits of parliament and the courts to the exclusion of a wider perspective
is impoverishing constitutional thinking. The article looks at the influences of
internationalism and domestic human rights legislation on conceptions of sovereignty and
government and offers some suggestions for a better understanding of the constitutional
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Reforming New Zealand’s election broadcasting regime — Andrew Geddis

The broadcast media forms the main source of entertainment and information for most
New Zealanders, as is the case in most of the developed world. The effectiveness of this
means of communication makes it of great potential value to those seeking to influence
the opinions of the voting public at election time. However, the costs associated with
gaining access to the broadcast media mean that in the absence of regulatory measures,
such access is likely to be distributed in an uneven fashion, according to the financial
capacities of the various electoral participants. This article examines the way New
Zealand has attempted to regulate access to the broadcast media for electioneering
purposes, with the aim of ensuring some equality of access. It compares this regulatory
framework with the approaches adopted in Australia, Canada and the United Kingdom.
An analysis of whether the current New Zealand system of regulation is consistent with
the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 is then carried out. Finally, some suggestions for
reforming the present regulatory framework are advanced. .........c.ccoceeceeiivieiiinincncnnns 164
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Contributions to the journal are welcome and should be sent to the Production Editor, Public Law Review Lawbook Co., PO
Box 3502, Rozelle, NSW 2039 (mail), 100 Harris St, Pyrmont, NSW 2009 (courier) or by email to plr@thomson.com.au, for
forwarding to the Editor.

Manuscript

e Submission of a manuscript will be held to imply that it is original, unpublished work and has not been submitted for
publication elsewhere.

e Personal details (name, qualifications, position) for publication and a delivery address, email address and phone number
must be included with the manuscript.

e Manuscript must be submitted electronically via email or on disk in Microsoft Word format.

e Manuscript should not exceed 8,000-10,000 words for articles or 1,500-2,500 words for section commentary or book
reviews.

e An abstract of 100-150 words is to be submitted with article manuscripts.

e Proof pages will be sent to contributors. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of case names, citations and other
references. Excessive changes to the text cannot be accommodated.

e Contributors of articles receive 25 free offprints of their article and a copy of the part in which the article is published.
Other contributors receive a copy of the part to which they have contributed.

e Articles published in the Public Law Review are critically appraised or reviewed by an academic or professional peer of the
author for the purpose of maintaining the standards of the journal.

Style

1. Levels of headings should be clearly indicated (no more than four levels).
2. Cases

e Case citation follows case name. Where a case is cited in the text, the citation should follow immediately rather than as a
footnote.

e Give at least two and preferably all available citations, the first listed being the authorised reference.

e Australian citations should appear in the following order: authorised series; Lawbook Co./ATP series; other company series
(ie, CCH, Butterworths); media neutral citation.

e “At” references should only refer to the best available citation, eg: Mabo v Queensland [No 2] (1992) 175 CLR 1 at 34; 66
ALJR 408; 107 ALR 1.

e Where only a media neutral citation is available, “at” references should be to paragraph, eg: YG & GG v Minister for
Community Services [2002] NSWCA 247 at [19].

e For international cases best references only should be included.

3. Legislation should be cited as follows:
Trade Practices Act 1974 (Cth), s 51AC. The full citation should be repeated in footnotes.

4. Books:

e Books should be cited as follows: Macken JJ, O’Grady P, Sappideen C and Warburton G, The Law of Employment (5th ed,
Lawbook Co., 2002) p 55.

e In footnotes do not use ibid or op cit. The following style is preferred:

4. Austin RP, “Constructive Trusts” in Finn PD (ed), Essays in Equity (Law Book Co, 1985).
5. Austin, n 4, p 56.

5. Journals

e Journal articles should be cited as follows (wherever possible use official abbreviations not the full name for journal titles):
Odgers S, “Police Interrogation: A Decade of Legal Development” (1990) 14 Crim LJ 220.
o In footnotes do not use ibid or op cit. The following style is preferred:
6. Sheehy EA, Stubbs J and Tolmie J, “Defending Battered Women on Trial: The Battered Woman Syndrome and
its Limitations” (1992) 16 Crim LJ 220.
7. Sheehy et al, n 6 at 221.

6. Internet citations

o Cite internet publication as for any other document, with URL underlined in angle brackets, and date the document was
viewed, eg: Ricketson S, The Law of Intellectual Property: Copyright, Designs and Confidential Information (Lawbook
Co., subscription service) at [16.340], http://subscriber.lawbookco.com.au viewed 25 June 2002.

For further information visit the Lawbook Co. website at http://www.lawbookco.com.au or contact the Production Editor.
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