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Public access to court records in Australia: An international comparative perspective
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This article provides an overview and comparative analysis of current legal principles,
policies and practices governing public access to court records, including electronic
records, in Australia, New Zealand, England, the United States and Canada. It canvasses a
wide range of reform proposals that have been made in a number of these jurisdictions in
the last decade to ensure the appropriate balance between the public interests in open
courts and individual rights to privacy. It offers a recommended framework for reform that
could be considered at all levels of Commonwealth and State courts in Australia. ............ 197
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