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The Indian judicial system, with its common law origins and more
recent constitutional basis, reflects doctrines and principles familiar
to Australians, especially judicial independence, separation of
powers and adversarial processes. However, the system is struggling
to remain relevant. Generally, Indian courts have not met community
expectations or the needs of litigants In this context, uniquely Indian
alternatives to courts (called Lok Adalats) have been developed. Lok
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Reforms made so far to our civil justice system have, for the most part,
accepted as the basic tenet of that system that the best and fairest way of
resolving a dispute is by a contest between competing adversaries. Among
those reforms, only ADR has been inconsistent with that tenet; and it has
been, by far, the most successful of them in reducing cost and delay. That
fact, and an increasing awareness of the inadequacy of our system to
produce a truthful and fair result, will cause that tenet to be abandoned and
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