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approach to transmission of energy. Both share a common characteristic which is their
visual impact on the environment. This article looks at two recent developments on the
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All Australian governments are committed to the establishment of a comprehensive,
adequate and representative system of conservation reserves. Many of the most threatened
species and communities throughout Australia occur mainly or wholly on private land. A
range of mechanisms has been developed to achieve conservation on private land. This
article assesses the legal security, permanence and management intent of such mechanisms
in Victoria, in relation to protected area criteria. The implications of this analysis for the
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confronting many new water resource management challenges, resulting in federal and
State governments agreeing to a bold new water reform agenda through the Intergovern-
mental Agreement on a National Water Initiative 2004. Fortunately, there is also a
significant knowledge base, which now provides the foresight to better understand the
consequences of both current and future actions. The inescapable conclusion from the
knowledge available is that changes are required to the Murray Darling Basin Agreement
and how it is administered if the system is to be restored to good health and maintain
productivity. ............................................................................................................................. 386
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