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Online Scams and Spam – Legal Measures to Stem the Rising Tide – Adrian Coorey

At present, there is a plethora of online scams and spam in Australia. One expected reason 
for this is the relatively inexpensive use of the internet which allows online scammers and 
spammers to connect with ease to unsuspecting users from virtually any location in the 
world. Online scams and spamming, especially those that are misleading or deceptive, in 
contravention of ss 18 and 29 of the Australian Consumer Law, cost Australians hundreds 
of millions of dollars every year. The cost is not only a financial one, but also one which 
adversely affects and/or ruins the lives of thousands of innocent Australian internet users. 
The purpose of this article is to assist in creating public awareness of the extent of the 
problems associated with online scams and spam, and to encourage further research and 
work into these important areas. ............................................................................................     5

The Sound of One Hand Shaking Itself: Inchoate Cartel Conduct under the 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010 – Brendan Walker-Munro

It is an ingrained concept of criminal law that a person attempting, conspiring with, 
counselling or procuring the commission of an offence is liable in the same manner as 
one who commits the substantive offence. So it is perhaps unsurprising that the cartel 
offences, introduced into the Commonwealth competition law framework in July 2009, 
brought about a series of inchoate offences related to or incidental to substantive cartel 
conduct. But as cartels are characterised by a “meeting of the minds” between the parties to 
a contract, arrangement or understanding which contains anti-competitive content, where 
does liability lie in an inchoate offence when only one party is at fault? Put another way, 
can only one hand shake itself in agreement? The purpose of this article is to highlight 
some of the challenges created by the legal divergence between substantive and inchoate 
cartel conduct. .....................................................................................................................     21

Mobile Infrastructure Regulation in Australia: Is Light-Touch Regulation 
Appropriate? – Angela Flannery

The Australian government has been slow to impose regulation in the mobile 
communications infrastructure market. At the current time, there are three mobile network 
operators in Australia, each with extensive coverage, with a fourth to enter this market 
shortly. The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission appears satisfied that 
there is competition in the retail mobile services market in Australia, with the network 
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operators, and many other mobile virtual network operators, competing for customers. This 
article looks at whether light touch regulation in the Australian mobile communications 
infrastructure market has impeded or enhanced competition. ...............................................   33
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