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Editorial commentary 

The South-East Queensland Regional Plan – a new planning approach for Queensland.
89

Legislation for ICM: advancing water resources sustainability?

Rebecca Nelson
Victorian water resources regulation was founded on a system split between numerous authorities, divided according to water source and with separate consideration of land and water. Under this system, environmental water needs were either disregarded or subordinate to the requirements of agriculture. Integrated catchment management is now seen as the key to healing past fragmentation and upholding environmental water needs to ensure sustainable water resources management. This article discusses how law supports and gives legal meaning to the theory and practice of integrated catchment management. It asks whether the contribution of law to integrated catchment management advances water resource sustainability and investigates whether the legal structures underpinning catchment management are in need of reform.
96 

Implementing an objective of the Convention on Biological Diversity – intellectual property, access to genetic resources and benefit sharing in Australia 

Charles Lawson 

One of the objectives of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity was to fairly and equitably share the benefits from genetic resource use. This article traces the implementation of this objective through the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity decisions and the measures adopted by the Australian Government. While there have been significant achievements, new developments are imminent that will signal a return to the original contentions and disagreements between the needs and wants of the developing South countries and the developed North countries. These new developments provide Australia with an opportunity to reconsider its current approach to access and benefit sharing and provide an avenue to implement intellectual property laws in the context of access and benefit sharing that promotes conservation of the Earth’s genetic resources..
130 

Biota and the Problem of Property

John Sheehan and Garrick Small

Various developments have intensified interest in the subdivision of what is currently understood to be property into independent tradeable subspecies. An understanding of the nature of property, especially the implications of the bundle of rights theory and its community implications will be necessary in the direction of effective policy. Biological resources are being recognised as a valuable component of land property and there are pressures for its independent commodification. The ownership and identification of biota rights remain as issues needing resolution before secure biota property is viable. Issues including the stimulus of research and the control of potential monopoly opportunities also complicate biota property..
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