ENVIRONMENTAL AND PLANNING LAW JOURNAL

Volume 21, Number 6

December 2004

Editorial commentary 

The WTO Biotech Products Dispute: Precaution and Science in International GMO Trade
413

The New South Wales Land and Environment Court: Reforms to the Merit Review Process.
415
diffuse land-Based Pollution and the great barrier reef world heritage area: the commonwealth’s RESPONSIBILITIES and implications for the Queensland Sugar industry 

Peter Wulf

This article outlines the problems associated with land-based marine pollution and Australia’s obligations to protect the delicate ecosystems. This article suggests that although the Commonwealth and Queensland Governments and the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Act 1975 (Cth) (GBRMP Act) have responded positively with the introduction of a number of legislative and policy regimes to minimise these impacts the Commonwealth has resisted using its inherent powers pursuant to recent Federal and High Court decisions and the GBRMP Act to reduce the impacts from land based sources on the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.  
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“What price a wedgetail eagle?” An examination of PENALTIES imposed for harming protected species 

Tony Smith

A 2004 case in the Local Court in Rylstone, in the Central West of New South Wales, and a subsequent appeal to the District Court in Dubbo, appear to show both a lack of concern for protected species of wildlife by judicial officers and a failure to impose sentences that relate to the seriousness of the offences. This article examines the facts of this case, the charges laid and those that might have been laid, and the actual penalties imposed compared with the maximum statutory penalties. It also makes suggestions as to how statutory provisions for penalties might be better explained so as to give more appropriate guidance to judicial officers.
445

What’s in a name?  The Changing Definition of weeds in AustraliA

Elisa Arcioni 

Changes in cultural values since 1788 have influenced our perceptions of, and approaches to, foreign plant species and the way in which we have defined what is a “weed”. This article is an historical overview of the content of the concept of “weeds” in Australia from 1788 to the present. This article follows changes in the definition and concludes with an analysis of the way in which elements of historical definitions can be seen in today’s legislative and policy regimes.
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the thin green line: Embedded?

Karen Bubna- Litic and Imelda Williamson

This article analyses the results of the beginning of a longitudinal study, begun in 1999, which looks at the compliance of companies reporting on their environmental performance under mandatory corporate law requirements. This project is part of a longitudinal study examining the change in corporate governance practices driven by a mandatory reporting requirement. It tackles the question of whether there has been a change over time in the responses of companies to s 299(1)(f). This article compares the response of Australia’s top 100 companies to s 299(1)(f) in 1999 and 2002
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All contributions to the journal are welcome and should be sent, with a signed licence agreement, to the Production Editor, Environmental and Planning Law Journal, Lawbook Co., PO Box 3502, Rozelle, NSW 2039 (mail), 100 Harris St, Pyrmont, NSW 2009 (courier) or by email to eplj@thomson.com.au, for forwarding to the Editor. Licence agreements can be downloaded via the internet at http://www.lawbookco.com.au/authorsupport/d_authorJournals.asp. If you submit your contribution via email, please confirm that you have printed, signed and mailed the licence agreement to the attention of the Production Editor at the mailing address noted above.

Letters to the Editor

By submitting a letter to the editor of this journal for publication, you agree that Thomson Legal & Regulatory Limited, trading as Lawbook Co., may edit and has the right to, and may license third parties to, reproduce in electronic form and communicate the letter.

Manuscript

· Manuscript must be original, unpublished work that has not been submitted for publication elsewhere.

· Personal details (name, qualifications, position) for publication and a delivery address, email address and phone number must be included with the manuscript.

· Manuscript must be submitted electronically via email or on disk in Microsoft Word format.

· Manuscript should not exceed 10,000 words for articles or 1,500-2,000 words for section commentary or book reviews. An abstract of 100-150 words is to be submitted with article manuscripts.

· Proof pages will be sent to contributors. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of case names, citations and other references. Excessive changes to the text cannot be accommodated.

· Contributors of articles receive 25 free offprints of their article and a copy of the part in which the article is published. Other contributors receive a copy of the part to which they have contributed.

· All material published in this journal is refereed.

Style

1. Levels of headings should be clearly indicated (no more than four levels).
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