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BEACH PROTECTION IN NSW: NEW MEASURES TO SECURE THE ENVIRONMENT AND AMENITY OF NSW BEACHES

Bruce Thom

On 26 June 2001, the Premier of NSW announced the release of the “Coastal Package” to support and build on the NSW Coastal Policy 1997. Two components of the Package, amendments to the Coastal Protection Act 1979 and a new Coastal Protection State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP 71), relate to measures to improve the protection and management of the State’s beaches. The need for such measures arises as a result of years of unplanned, unapproved and uncaring use of many beach areas. Private landowners, councils and State agencies have undertaken, or not stopped, actions which have diminished beach widths, limited public access, and dumped objects that have destroyed the beach amenity and endangered human health. This article examines the background to the introduction of the two measures; it also provides an explanation as to the importance of having statutory instruments which will secure “beach rights” consistent with the objectives of ecologically sustainable development.
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The implications of electricity restructuring for a sustainable energy framework: what’s law got to do with it?

Rosemary Lyster

The restructuring of electricity markets is a worldwide phenomenon driven by broader programs of microeconomic reform. Since the 1970s, governments, driven by free market economics, have endorsed the introduction of competition in various sectors of the economy, including transport, telecommunications, water, gas, electricity, health services and prisons. Extensive international research conducted by the author indicates that electricity restructuring has had indisputably serious environmental consequences. These include measurable increases in air pollution from sulphur dioxide and nitrous oxide emissions, and a marked escalation in greenhouse gas emissions. This article is concerned principally with the correlation between restructuring and increased greenhouse gas emissions, as well as the legal measures that should be enacted to counteract this phenomenon.
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THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF INDOOR AIR QUALITY: AN EXAMINATION OF THE TOTAL VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUND CONCEPT AND ITS RELEVANCE TO CURRENT OH&s AND ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS

Desiree Mesaros

Issues associated with current indoor air quality legislation, standards and guidelines were reviewed following the results of a systematic building investigation of Tasmanian offices. International strategies used in regulating non-industrial indoor environments have been evaluated and compared to Australian activities. This article also discusses tentative regulatory mechanisms, such as the total volatile organic compound concept, that provide provisional guidelines for acceptable exposure ranges to indoor air pollutants. Tasmania’s involvement in indoor air activities are also outlined as well as possible future management options for non‑industrial indoor environments in Australia.
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