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The Family Law Amendment (De Facto Matters and Other Measures) Act 2008 (Cth)
introduced not only the financial aspects of de facto relationship breakdown into the
Family Law Act 1975 (Cth), but also changed a number of the parenting provisions in the
Family Law Act in significant respects for same-sex couples and surrogate families. The
amendments commenced on 21 November 2008 to much less publicity. It is timely to look
at the parenting provisions in the Family Law Act in the context of same-sex parenting and
to ask the question: what should our notion of parenthood be? This article will examine
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under the collaborative law framework and the expansion of areas of law suited to this
process. One of the fundamental principles of collaborative practice is the engagement of
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the role of legal and non-legal professionals in collaborative practice. An analysis and
assessment of ethical issues in collaborative practice demonstrates the benefits of an
ethical framework for a coherent set of protocols based on both lawyers’ and non-lawyers’
common objectives and shared values. The article concludes with a recommendation that
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several reasons why many victims of violence undertake FDR. Due to a number of
well-documented concerns with FDR in the context of family violence, it is imperative
that FDR service providers effectively respond to clients affected by family violence.
Specific policies and practices are outlined that can enhance the safety of clients and their
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