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ABOLISHING CRIMINAL LIBEL

G.S McBain

This article argues for the abolition of criminal libel in England. It was submitted for
publication prior to the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 which abolished this offence.
However, it is published in this journal since it contains an exhaustive analysis of the
English caselaw, as well as the rationale for abolition, which will be of considerable

interest to the many countries (including Commonwealth countries) which still retain this
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