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satisfactorily covered by more modern offences. Closely allied to these is the crime of 
sedition. It is to be found in many legal jurisdictions – including most Commonwealth 
countries – and it invariably derives from English law. However, the cases under English 
law are obscure, the legal texts old and difficult to get hold off. Further, there has been no 
comprehensive analysis of the subject in a chronological and historical context for, at 
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English lawyers to consider the continued merits of this offence in their own legal 
jurisdictions. The conclusion of the article is that the crime of sedition should be 
abolished; it is adequately covered by more modern offences. As such, this article 
endorses the recent recommendation of the New Zealand Law Commission that this crime 
be abolished. It also endorses the recent recommendation of the Australian Law Reform 
Commission that the concept of sedition be dropped from the federal statute book. This 
article is divided into two parts; Part 1 considers the law of sedition up to 1792. ...............  543 
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