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Rt Hon Lord Walker of Gestingthorpe

This article reviews the first seven years of the operation of the Human Rights Act 1998
(UK) and compares it with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006
(Vic), which comes fully into force on 1 January 2008. It considers in particular the
court’s duty to interpret legislation compatibly with humen rights; the effect of the new
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is, and is not, an element of serious unfairness, is considered. The principles applied in an
application to set aside a winding-up order are compared with the principles applicable in
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